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Goostrey Parish Council 

The Village Hall 
Goostrey  
Cheshire 
CW4 8PE 

01477 535825/09834 230351 

 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL 

HELD ON TUESDAY, 9th SEPTEMBER 2014 at 7.30pm IN THE VILLAGE HALL LOUNGE 

Present: Cllrs. Godfrey (Chairman) (PG), Collins (SC), Craggs (DC), Leake (ML), Lenihan (GL), McCubbin 

(CMcC), Rathbone (TR) 

In attendance: Cheshire East Cllr. Andrew Kolker (AK) 

Sharon Jones, Clerk to the Council 

10 Members of the Public 

09.14.1. Declaration of Interests 

 There were no declarations of interest made. 

09.14.2. To Accept Apologies for Absence 

 Apologies were received from Cllrs Caulkin, Salmon and Fagan. 

09.14.3. To Approve the Minutes of the 8th July 2014 

Resolved:  The Parish Council resolved to accept the minutes as a true record of the meeting. 

09.14.4. Cheshire East Matters 

AK reported that the lorry weight limits imposed in Holmes Chapel and are seemly being ignored by lorry 
drivers.  Action will be taken to see that they are observed.  The weight limits are currently for a trial 
period of 18 months.   

The Holmes Chapel Comprehensive School has been granted planning permission for an all weather 
football pitch which will be available to everyone.   

There have been a number of lost appeals, for planning applications where the five year supply of 
housing land was used as reason for refusal.  CEC will continue to provide this information as a reason for 
refusal and if the decision is overturned at appeal then so be it but CEC still need to keep using this as a 
reason to refuse applications.  GL asked if CEC & CW&C are getting back together, Cllr Michael Jones, 
Leader of Cheshire East Council, had mentioned this on NW tonight.  AK said this was unlikely and that 
Cllr Jones had not discussed it with other CEC Councillors. 

09.14.5. Committee Matters 

 Finance Committee: 15th July 2014 - Approval of the Recharge Account for 2013/14  

CMcC reported that GS had signed off the recharge figure for 2013/14 of £5167.27.  She proposed that 
the Parish Council approved this figure for payment to CEC (the payment is also on the payment schedule 
for this month). 

Resolved:  The Parish Council resolved unanimously to approve the recharge figure of £5167.27 for the 
financial year 2013/14. 

Village Hall Management Committee: 10th July 2014 – To consider a proposal to prohibit the use of e-
cigarettes (and similar devices) in the Village Hall Premises.  

CMcC proposed that the Parish Council should ban the use of e-cigarettes or similar devices in the Village 
Hall. 
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Resolved:  The Parish Council resolved unanimously to support a ban of e-cigarettes or similar devices in 
the Village Hall. 

Car parking – CMcC referred to the School’s letter regarding allowing parents to drop off and pick up 
children in the School/VH car park for a trial period.  The Chair explained that this was a direct result of 
the decision by the owners of the Red Lion to stop anyone other than customers using their car park.  He 
believed that the Parish Council should not take any immediate actions but should monitor the situation.  
DC mentioned that there was a funeral where drivers had disregarded the notices at the Red Lion and 
had parked in the car park.  

CMcC noted that the emergency lighting and the resurfacing of the car park was now completed.  She 
also commented that the VH toilets had been blocked during the evening event on Rose Day.  The VHMC 
would be requesting involvement in the Rose Day Committee meetings for next year’s event and would 
also be arranging to meet with the Chairman of   Goosfest regarding Goosfest 2015. The VH budget 
meeting would take place in October. She added that an inventory of crockery had been carried out and 
that there is no longer a full set of 120 place settings of the patterned crockery, however with the 
addition of the green crockery 120 place settings could still be provided.  As the missing crockery has not 
been returned and therefore we can only assume that they missing items are due to breakages, none of 
which have been reported to the Clerk or the VHMC via the caretaker.  

Amenities Committee: 8th September  

Senior Citizens Lunch - SC confirmed that the Senior Citizens lunch would take place on 23rd November.  
The Tickets would be priced at £6 per head and would be made available from 1st November.  The 
committee would meet to set up the hall for the lunch at 10.00am.  She reported that the same caterer 
has agreed to provide the lunch again this year if the PC can provide some assistance with the washing 
up.  The Amenities Committee proposed that the scouts and guides could be asked to wash up for a 
donation from the lunch fund. 

Resolved:  The Parish Council resolved unanimously to support the scouts and guides washing up at the 
lunch for a donation from the lunch fund and agreed that the ticket price for the meal would be £6. 

Film Show – SC confirmed that the next Film Show would be held on 28th November. The film had yet to 
be selected. 

Action: The Clerk to ask Reels on Wheels for their advice on which film to show 

The “Churchill” Oak on the Bogbean – The PC had been contacted by one of the people who planted the 
tree on behalf of the Parish Council asking if a plaque or similar could be provided and placed near the 
tree so that it was clear which tree was planted.  He indicated he would be happy to contribute to the 
costs.  Clerk to investigate costs and report back to Amenities Committee.  

Action:   Clerk to investigate what kind of plaque could be obtained at what cost.  

09.14.6. Planning Matters - Meetings 29th July and 9th September 2014 

DC declared an interest in the application for Swallowdale Farm (14/3362).  DC read out the minutes of 
29th July.   

Meeting on 9th September  

Resolved:  In regard to the Gayley Wood appeal (14/2146C) the Parish Council resolved unanimously not 
make any further comments regarding the application.  

Resolved:  In regard to the application for the Land East of 218 Main Road(14/3948C), the Parish Council 
resolved unanimously not to comment as applicants of the planning application in this instance. 

Action:  Clerk to check with CEC Planning to find out if is appropriate for applicants to comment for 
future reference. 

Outcome of Bloor homes planning application – CMcC reported that Ian and Sarah O’Donoghue and AK 
had attended the Southern Planning Committee Meeting which had lasted 7 hours.  She thanked the 
O’Donoghues for the hard work they had put into fighting this appeal.  She confirmed that the appeal 
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had been turned down as unsafe access and that the refusal notice was sent out the following day.  
However, the old application is still on the CEC Planning site.   

Action: Clerk to contact CEC Planning to find out if the old application can be removed.  

 It had been very concerning that the Planning Officer had completely ignored the initial reason for 
refusal of the original application being the pinch point.  She praised the Southern Planning Committee 
for doing an excellent job that day as there were a lot of judgements made that day against planning 
recommendations.  It appeared as if the planners were not reviewing the applications in their entirety, 
but more concerning, they were being judged on the basis of whether or not they would go to appeal.   

DC mentioned the technical consultation on planning for which CEC is looking for responses by 26th 
September.  The Chair expressed concern that the proposals appeared to make it easier to push 
applications through quickly.  TR indicated that the whole report is broken up into sections and a 
question at the end of each section.  There was some scepticism that only yes answers would be 
required.   

Action: DC, TR & ML to form a sub-committee to formulate and submit answers on behalf of the PC. 

09.14.7. Financial Payments  

 The Clerk advised the Parish Council that a payment of £4000 to be made to CEC as a contribution 
towards the costs of resurfacing the car park had been added to the payment schedule.   This payment 
had already been agreed in the budget for 2014/15. 

 Resolved:   The PC resolved unanimously to approve payments on schedule 09/14, including the £4000 
payment to CEBC for the car park resurfacing. 

09.14.8. Clerks report  

  Actions from the last meeting 

a. Clerk to write to Nick Hulland to request that the Application for the Entrance to the Bloor Homes 
Development is not on the Southern Planning Committee Meeting in August as most councillors are 
away.  Completed:  The Application was reviewed at the Southern Planning Committee in July. 

b. Clerk to put the details of the Refuse Collection Survey onto the web site.   Completed. 

c. Clerk to check communication criteria to comply with as a Quality Parish Council. See item 09.14.14. 
below. 

  Correspondence 

a. COOPER, Lynsey, War Memorial Grant Application WMG7J14   
b. EVANS, Thomas: Chief Planner Letter - Technical Consultation on Planning dated 31st July 2014  
c. JONES, Tina Garden Waste Consultation Shutdown results   
d. REEVES, Dave (CE Highways) Road Works Web Page - Temporary Road Closures & Temporary Traffic 

Regulation Orders    
e. M de Kretser & M Brown Re: Appeal Approved   
f. TICKLE, John RE: Pavement on Manor Avenue fault reference 3217312  
g. JONES, Tina Cheshire East Giveback (Your Money Fund) 01/08/2014   
h. Jane Stubbs, Guides: Re: A WW1 Event at Goostrey Station on 13/9/14  
i. Community Wardens East RE: Regarding advertising board attached to Highways Sign in Goostrey  
j. Gavin M Hollinshead Street Light fault  
k. George Broadbent Website Enquiry - Goostrey Village Website   
l. Connecting Cheshire Superfast Business Upcoming Events from Connecting Cheshire Superfast 

Business  
m. STUBBS, Peter RE: Recharge   
n. David Johnson Fwd: Nearly 40 More Houses (likely up to 80 more cars) in Goostrey 
o. M de Kretser@talktalk.net Re: CE response to Planning Inspector 
p. Jackie Potts Safeguarding public money 

War Memorial – Update 
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The Clerk reported that the grant had been awarded to the Parish Council for the cleaning of the war 
memorial subject to acceptance of the terms and conditions. 

Resolved:   The PC resolved unanimously to accept the terms and conditions of the war memorial grant. 

Proposal for New Printer for the Parish Office  

The Clerk proposed that the Parish Council purchased a good quality ink jet printer to the value of £200 
plus VAT as it would be more economical to run than the existing laser printer which was currently faulty 
as high volume printing was no longer a requirement of the office printer as newsletters and other 
publications could be printed externally for a reasonable price. 

Resolved:   The PC resolved unanimously to approve the purchase of a printer to the value of £200.00 plus 
VAT, and that the Clerk  be allowed to select the printer and place an order. 

Newsletter 

The Clerk asked for items for the Newsletter to be sent to her before 26
th
 September.  The Newsletter 

would be printed and distributed during October. 

09.14.9. Highways Matters  

ML reported that there had been 3 speedwatch sessions in July, and that they have a new member who 
is a special constable who wore his uniform for the sessions, and 3 drivers were stopped on New Platt 
Lane.  They were informed that they would be receiving a warning letter in the post.  The Sunday 
morning session at the Bogbean did not idenfiy any speeding motorists.  There was a further session at 
Sandy Lane.   

DC mentioned a contractor laying cables across the road near the Red Lion and another at the other end 
of the village.  The contractor did not say for whom he was working.  The Chair asked if this could be to 
obtain traffic date for the Planning Application for the proposed development at Dromedary Lodge or is it 
to monitor the weight of vehicles travelling through the village.   

Action:   ML to contact Highways to find out if they had initiated the monitoring. 

09.14.10.   Local Policing  

TR summarised his report on the meeting with other Parishes regarding the possibility of sharing PCSO’s 
between parishes with the PCSO co-ordinator from Cheshire Constabulary.  He started by stating that 
PCSO’s do not replace police officers but do provide community links and links to the police aimed at 
crime reduction. PCSO’s have limited powers, whereas a special constable has full powers.   A PCSO’s 
costs £40k per year.  All PCSO’s are partnership funded.   

A representative for Alsager Parish Council commented that a PCSO is particularly useful in the respect of 
anti bullying.    Brereton are keen to have a PCSO and Holmes Chapel pays for a PCSO.  TR was not aware 
of significant policing issues that would warrant Goostrey Parish Council taking on the financial burden of 
a PCSO.  

Resolved:   The PC resolved unanimously not to pay for a share of  a PCSO at this time and to maintain  a 
watching brief on community policing issues. 

09.14.11.   Youth Facilities WP  

CMcC reported that the planning application for the new Youth Centre/Scout Hut had been submitted to 
the local planning authority.  The Scouts have been delivering leaflets to inform residents how they can 
submit comments.  This is the first stage of agreeing the planning application and there is no further 
news as yet. 

09.14.12. Friends of Goostrey Station 

The Chair mentioned that , “Over by Christmas” would be at Goostrey Station on 20th September.   FOGS 
want to use the occasion to highlight some of the issues they are having with the railway company.  
There will be refreshments and the cast will arrive on the train at 10.05 train, and leave on the 11.05 
train.  The water supply is still not connected.  The Chair suggested a meeting with councillors and FOGS 
members to try to sort out some of the issues with Northern Rail.  At present FOGS risk losing their 
investments.  The only other unmanned station on the line is Chelford.  Manned stations have a water 
supply (it is a requirement).   
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Action: PC should invite Northern Rail for a meeting with councillors and FOG’s to discuss the issues. 

09.14.13. Bio Digester  

The Chair reported that the Environment Agency(“EA”) had recently written a letter to the Planning 

Officer objecting to the planning application for an Anaerobic Digestion and Combined Heat and Power 

Plant at the Former Fuel Storage Depot, Twemlow Lane, Twemlow (“the Bio-Digester”) in the light of this 

development it was appropriate for the PC to reconsider its position.  CMcC proposed that the PC does not 

support the application on the grounds of the reasons given by the EA in its letter.   

Resolved:   The PC resolved unanimously to object to t the application for the Bio-Digester for the reasons 
quoted by the EA in its letter to CEC Planning. 

09.14.14. Communications Policy  

 The members of the Parish Council reviewed the proposed communications policy. 

Resolved:   The PC resolved unanimously to adopt the communications policy relating to communicating 
meeting details and meeting papers to residents. 

 09.14.15.  Minor items for the next meeting  

 Cllrs Collins and Leake offered their apologies for the October Meeting. 

09.14.16. Date of Next meeting - The date of the next meeting will be 14th October 2014. 

********* 
The Chairman suspended standing orders at 21.10 to allow the public to make any further comments 
before they were requested to leave the meeting for the closed section to take place. 

********* 
Standing orders were resumed at 21.12. 

09.14.17. Staff Matters  

MOTION TO EXCLUDE PUBLIC & PRESS 

It is hereby resolved in accordance with section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 

1960, as extended by the Local Government Act of 1972, that as publicity would be prejudicial to the 

public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted in Agenda 

Item 19, it is advisable in the public interest that the Public and Press be temporarily excluded from this 

meeting and they are herewith instructed to withdraw. 

Resolved:  The Parish Council resolved to exclude members of the public and press for the remainder of 
the meeting. 

09.14.18. Close - Meeting closed at 10.00pm. 

 

Public Session 

The following subjects were raised by members of the public: 

 Bio Digester – a member of the public read out a statement regarding the reason for the refusal of the 
Bio-digester.  Please see below.  Copies of the documents referred to in the text below can be obtained 
from the Clerk. 

“Mr Chairman 
 
1. As you know I am chairman of the Twemlow and Goostrey no to waste plant group, and would 
like to comment on the fourth bullet point of the minutes of the last meeting under the heading “public 
session”. My comments are also relevant to item 13 on tonight’s agenda. 
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 2.  Whilst I was not present at the last meeting I have no doubt that the clerk has, as is her wont, 
accurately recorded what was said by the applicant. It is unfortunate, however, that the information 
given by him is muddled and largely misleading. 
 
3. The consents required to operate the proposed waste plan fall into two categories: 
 
First planning permission; and 
 
Second an environmental permit. 
 
4. Whilst the applicant submitted a planning application to Cheshire East (CEC) in 2012 he did not submit 
the required environmental impact assessment (EIA), which is an integral part of this type of application. 
He was ordered to do this by the secretary of state on 26 April 2013  , but, as he still not done so, the 
planning application is currently stalled although still extant.  
 
 5. He also submitted an application to the environment agency (EA) for the requisite environmental 
permit in 2012. As part of this application he was required to, and submitted, an odour management 
plan (OMP). This was not, however, satisfactory so the EA permitted him to resubmit the OMP. In the 
event he submitted no fewer than 4 OMPs, and amendments to each, in the light of comments made by 
the EA, but none of these were satisfactory. 
 
6.  The real reason for the refusal of the environmental permit is given in the decision notice  issued by 
the EA on 04 July 2014   and which you have seen  . This is because the facility would not be able to 
control odour emissions, and thus would not be able to comply with the odour condition that would have 
been included in any permit under the Environmental Permitting Regulations. Put more simply the 
applicant would never be able to satisfactorily control the odour emissions because the proposed facility 
is in the wrong location i.e. it is too close to homes  . 
 
7. If the applicant is dissatisfied with the decision of the EA then his proper course is to appeal, although 
it is unlikely in the extreme that any such would be successful. 
 
8. The OMP would also comprise a major element of the EIA and, in the light of the EA’s decision, it is 
difficult to see how a satisfactory EIA could be submitted. 
 
9. The EA also lodged an objection to the planning application with CEC on 08 July 2014  , and I urge the 
parish council to do the same when it comes to item 13 on the agenda  - ie reconsideration of its position 
on the planning application. 
 
10. I can, if you wish, let you have a note of what I have said, and the documents to which I have 
referred, if that would be helpful in your deliberations.  
 
Kit Tomkinson 
Chairman Twemlow and Goostrey no to waste plant” 

 

 

 

These minutes will be submitted for approval at the next meeting. Until then they are draft minutes. 


