
A revised version of the Core Strategy document (part 

of the Local Plan) has been put out for Consultation. It 

can be found on the Cheshire East Council (CEC) 

website or by following this link 

http://cheshireeast-consult.limehouse.co.uk/portal/ 

planning/cs/cspre?tab=files 

You will probably be as dismayed as the Parish Council 

was to find that Goostrey is still classified as a Local 

Service Centre in the report. During the last 

consultation on the Core Strategy, the Parish Council 

and 591 Goostrey residents made comments expressing 

their objections to this classification. Even our CEC 

Local Councillors, were unaware that our 

representations were going to be ignored. Despite 

numerous assurances and various meetings with 

Cheshire East, the Parish Council is still unable to 

properly explain to you why this has happened. 

The reality remains that the residents of Goostrey treat 

Holmes Chapel as their Local Service Centre and obtain 

most of their Local Services there. The people in the 

surrounding villages do not regard or use Goostrey as 

their Local Service Centre because, once they have got 

into their cars or on the bus, it is as easy to go to 

Holmes Chapel which has many more facilities. The 

viability of growing Goostrey into a Local Service 

Centre is constrained both by its nearness of Holmes 

Chapel (which should surely be classed as a Key Service 

Centre) and its very close proximity to the Jodrell Bank 

Observatory which limits potential development. 

G o o s t rey  C l as s ed  a s  Lo c a l  Se r v i c e  Cen t re  

A g a in  –  Des p i t e  o u r  Ob jec t io ns !   

Special points of 

interest: 

 Senior Citizens Lunch

-  24th November in the 

Village Hall 

 Switching on 

Christmas Lights– 1st 

December at 6.00pm on 

the Bogbean 

 Parish Council 

Surgeries -  Take place 

in the Village Hall Lounge 

on the 2nd Saturday of 

each month.  The next 

Surgery will be on 11th 

November from 10.00– 

11.00. 

 Parish Office Hours  

Monday 09.30 to 12.30; 

Wednesday & Friday 

13.00 to 16.00. 
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Senior Citizen’s Lunch  

24th November, 

12.30pm for 1pm 

We have a few tickets left for this 

year’s lunch, Residents of  

Goostrey who are 65  or over 

are eligible.  Tickets are £5, incl a 

two course lunch , tea, coffee and 

water. You are welcome to bring 

your own drinks.  Tickets 

available from Mrs Kettles.  

Autumn 2013 

G o o s t r e y  Pa r i s h  

C o u n c i l  n e w s l e t t e r  

Ignoring the views of local residents and continuing to 

classify Goostrey as a Local Service Centre, does not 

alter these facts. In the context of the whole report, 

The Planners may see this issue as a minor irritant but 

from the point of view of the residents of Goostrey, 

this is the part of the report that has the most impact 

on us and it is the only part of the report about which 

we are, as residents, more knowledgeable than The 

Planners. We have been invited to comment again on 

a Core Strategy report which still contains a serious 

error of fact (the population of Goostrey) and creates 
a concept (Goostrey as a Local Service Centre) which 

does not reflect the reality of where our residents 

and those in the surrounding villages get their Local 

Services. The Parish Council believes it has no other 

option but to continue to object to this classification. 

The report states that “only representations made 

between 5 November and 16 December will be 

considered as part of this Consultation.” So if you 
wish to continue the fight, please make your 

representations to CEC either by letter or via the 

Consultation Portal on the CEC website between 

those dates. The Parish Council hopes you will but 

realises that some of you may feel that further 

representation is not worthwhile in the light of the 

way our previous objections have been dismissed. The 

report itself states “This consultation is your 

opportunity to influence the content of the Core 

Strategy prior to it being submitted to the Secretary 

of State for an independent examination.” Let’s hope 

it is! 

New Footpath to Over Peover  

- Well Trodden! 

The new footpath from Mill Lane to Appleton’s 

Lane and Over Peover, opened in May, has proved 

even more popular than expected.  The warm dry 

summer has helped - even the paths by the river in 

Peover Woods dried out and were easy to walk. 

The trees in Galey Wood and Valley Farm Wood 

will soon be taking on their autumn colours, and for 

the next few weeks the woods and the views across 

the fields will be changing almost daily.  

A full-colour leaflet describing the new path and 

detailing two new Walks is available – free - from 

the shops selling  “More Goostrey Walks & Strolls”:

-  Mrs Kettles, Goostrey News, and Goostrey 

Home & Leisure .  Roger Dyke 

Edited by Cllr G Salmon 

The Parish Office, Village 

Hall, Goostrey 

The Parish Council constantly receives complaints from residents who 

have witnessed drivers speeding through the village.  This poster is a 

blunt reminder of the dramatic effect the speed of a car has on the likeli-

hood of a fatality should an accident occur. PLEASE SLOW DOWN!   



We are delighted to announce that 

Goostrey Scouts will be organising the 

event to turn on the Christmas Lights this 

year.  The event will take place on the 

Bogbean, activities will start at 6pm and will 

include Family Carol Singing, BBQ with 

Burgers & Hot Dogs, Roasted Chestnuts, 

Cookie Decorating a visit from Father 

Christmas and much more.  We hope to 

see you all there! 

1 s t  Dec em be r  

S wi tc h  On !  

G o o s t r e y  S t a t i o n  

B r i d g e  

Members of the Parish Council have consulted 

CEC Highways regarding ways to improve the 

safety of the Station Bridge.  We are currently 

awaiting the proposals from CEC Highways.  

Once these have been received the Parish 

Council will share them with Residents.  Any 

plans are subject to approval from the 

Congleton Local Area Partnership Highways 

forum, but we are hopeful that we can secure 

the work to improve the safety of 

pedestrians and motorists using the Bridge. 

A 5 0  s p e e d  l i m i t  

r e d u c e d  t o  5 0 m p h !   

After several serious accidents and one 

recent fatality the speed limit reduction on 

the A50 between Bexton Road Knutsford 

and Holmes Chapel is now in operation with 

new signage in place.  It is hoped that this 

will reduce the number of accidents on the 

A50.  Additionally, an online petition for the 

introduction of further safety measures to 

reduce speed on the A50 is available to sign 

at http://www.change.org/en-GB/

petitions/slow-down-the-a50   

A rc h ive  G ro u p  

Members of the Parish Archive group are 

delighted to report that we are continuing to 

receive a variety of items connected with 

Goostrey. The latest donations include 

photos and documents about Bates’ café, a 

study of Goostrey village made in 

conjunction with Keele University and a copy 

of a punishment book from Goostrey School. 

Memories of life in Goostrey are also being 

recorded.  

We are developing a link with Congleton 

museum through Ian Doughty. This will allow 

us to scan larger images so they can be 

stored on computer and it will be a useful 

source of advice.  

Recently we welcomed our first visitors. They 

came to the Medicine House at Blackden 

where items are stored in the boxes that we 

collected from Manchester. A printout of the 

catalogue was available to show how we 

record details of donations and loans.  The 

suitcase of documents which was given to the 

Parish Council by the Gooseberry Society was 

on view as well as photos, maps and 

documents connected with the Church, the 

Chapel, the Primary School, the farming  

community, Rose Day and local clubs such as 

the Goostrey Players and the football team.  

If you would like to see what has been 

collected, please make an appointment with 

Derek Hardacre on 532496 

or deklin2@talktalk.net .  

If you would like to be part of the team 

please contact our chair Sue Memmott on 

544406 or sue_memmott@hotmail.com or 

our secretary Christina Burgess on 535443 

or christina@rburgess.force9.co.uk . If you 

are donating or lending items to the Archive, 

it is helpful if you can provide dates and 

names, especially for photos. Please write 

your comments on separate paper rather 

than on the item itself. 

Financial position as at 30th September, 2013 

The precept for the year has been received and the Village Hall 

lettings are at 72% of the budget figure.  We are confident that they 

will meet the budget by the end of the year. 

In summary the actual amount paid out against the budget are on 

target. 

F i n anc e  

Summarised Budget     £ 

Total receipts     56445 

Payments £ £   

Parish Council    

VAT Paid 968   

Parish Council Administration 2475     

Donations 1500     

Miscellaneous Expenses 0     

Parish Projects 250     

Salaries & Expenses 2855     

Total Parish Council   8048 

 

  

 £ £ £ 

Amenities       

Donations 0     

Village Maintenance 2066     

Parish Projects 413     

Total Amenities   2479   

Village Hall       

Expenses 3708     

Salary & Expenses 3229     

Total Village Hall   6937   

Grand Totals   17464 56445 
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