
Goostrey Parish Council 
The Village Hall 

Goostrey  
Cheshire 
CW4 8PE 

01477 535825 
E-Mail:  Clerk@goostreyparishcouncil.gov.uk 

 
 

THE EXTRAORDINARY MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL 
 

WILL BE HELD ON 

WEDNESDAY 26th JANUARY 2022 at 7.30PM IN THE VILLAGE HALL, MAIN HALL 

 

DOCUMENT PACK 
 

AGENDA 
 

EXT2 

01.22.1 Declaration of Interests: To receive and minute any Declarations of Interests. 

2. Apologies for absence: To receive Apologies for unavoidable absence. 

3. Local Council Award Scheme:  To approve the statements and details of the LCAS Quality Gold 

Award application.  See full documentation attached on page 2. 

Motion:  The Parish Council resolves that: 

• The council confirms that it publishes all necessary information on its website to 

meet the criteria for the Foundation and Quality award levels. 

• The council confirms it qualifies for the Foundation and Quality award levels by virtue 

of meeting all requirements. 

• The council confirms it meets the requirements of the Quality Gold award. 

• The council has prepared the required statements for the Quality Gold award. 

 

4. Emergency Scheme of Delegation - To consider continuing the Emergency Scheme of Delegation 

to the Clerk which will operate between Parish Council Meetings.  This scheme of delegation is 

being put in place in anticipation of the tightening of Government Restrictions in relation to 

COVID-19 (or other emergency situation) which may stop Parish Councils Meeting face to face.  

For reasons of health and safety of Councillors, employees, and the public the Council proposes 

to adopt the scheme between meetings and to allow meetings to take place if it is safe to do so.  

This means that a standing item will be added to each Parish Council Meeting Agenda, to 

continue the scheme of delegation to the Clerk until the next meeting. 

Motion: The Parish Council resolves to continue the scheme of delegation to the Clerk until the 

next face to face meeting. 

 

5. Minor items and items for the next agenda. 

 

6. Date of Next Meeting – Tuesday 22nd February 2022 
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ITEM EXT2/01.22.3 - Local Council Award Scheme:  To approve the statements and details of the LCAS 
Quality Gold Award application.   

Background 

On 26th October 2021 the Council resolved to apply for Quality Gold Status, having achieved Quality Status 
in June 2021.  

The full LCAS guide can be viewed at https://www.nalc.gov.uk/library/our-work/lcas/1855-lcas-
guide/file  

To apply for accreditation the council must make the following resolution: 

• The council confirms that it publishes all necessary information on its website to meet the criteria 

for the Foundation and Quality award levels. 

• The council confirms it qualifies for the Foundation and Quality award levels by virtue of meeting all 

requirements. 

• The council confirms it meets the requirements of the Quality Gold award. 

• The council has prepared the required statements for the Quality Gold award. 

The Statements are listed on pages 3 - 6 and must not be longer than 1 page each. 

The Application form is shown on pages 7 – 16.  (on the form where it says that documents are attached 
these will be sent as separate attachments to the application form ie the statements). 

All other documents ie the financial ones in section 1 of the form will be posted on the website and the 
links inserted once these have been posted.   

Recommendation 

Council approves the application for reaccreditation, with any suggested changes, and makes the 
resolution detailed above. 

  

https://www.nalc.gov.uk/library/our-work/lcas/1855-lcas-guide/file
https://www.nalc.gov.uk/library/our-work/lcas/1855-lcas-guide/file
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GOOSTREY PARISH COUNCIL LCAS GOLD AWARD STATEMENTS  

Statement 1 Ensures that the council delivers value for money 

Value for money is reviewed at Committee Meetings, and at each Parish Council meeting, for all 
significant expenditures.  Any purchase or project is put together using the practices laid out in our 
Financial Regulations, and 3 quotes or price comparisons are obtained for any purchase over £500.  The 
Council recognises that value for money is not always represented by the lowest quote and therefore 
considers quality of the work or goods provided as part of the decision process. 

Where possible the Council considers grant funding opportunities and was able to obtain grants to fund 
a large part of the work to complete the Neighbourhood Plan which was adopted in 2017.  The Parish 
Council also applied for COVID-19 grant funding to support the Village Hall during the lockdown periods 
during 2020 and 2021 when the Village Hall was forced to close. 

The Finance Committee meets quarterly and reviews the reports which present the actual spend 
compared with the budgeted amount for all Parish Council spending.  At the Finance Committee 
Meeting the Clerk/Responsible Financial Officer highlights any variations or causes for concern and once 
accepted by the Finance Committee the reports are recommended for acceptance by the Parish Council 
at the next Parish Council Meeting. 

A calendar of Budget meetings is set by the Clerk each year in October where the committees with 
financial responsibility meet and set their budget for the next financial year and for the following two 
years where projects have longer term objectives.  The Clerk then puts together a draft 3-year budget 
which is reviewed by the Finance Committee before being put forward to the Parish Council. 

  

Statement 2 Meets its duties in relation to bio-diversity and crime & disorder 

Bio-diversity 

The Parish Council is committed to meeting our duty of conserving and increasing biodiversity. We do 
this through undertaking our own projects on behalf of the community and by supporting projects by 
local groups. Our Amenities Committee is tasked with devising, designing and implementing projects. 

On an annual basis the Parish Council has supported a tree and hedgerow planting initiative by the 
Goostrey Scouts.  We have provided financial support for the scheme which has successfully planted 
several hundred native species whilst engaging local young people and educating them on the 
importance of biodiversity.  

In recognition of growing awareness of the need to boost pollinator numbers we have planted a 
number of pollinator-friendly plant species at one of our high profile ‘village entrances’ and further 
bolstered this with the addition of crocuses in remembrance of those who lost loved ones to the 
pandemic providing a colourful and purposeful display over an extended growing period. 

Elsewhere in the village the Parish Council has taken on the maintenance of green spaces (and worked 
with volunteers in other areas) to instigate a maintenance and mowing regime that better considers 
wildlife by reducing the use of herbicides and the longevity of flowers.  

The Parish Council recognises the need to support biodiversity and environmental projects outside its 
boundary. We recently made a significant financial donation to Cheshire Wildlife Trust’s purchase of 
land at Saltersford Farm in the Dane valley for conversion to wildflower meadow. We also made a 
donation to a local men’s “shed” project which will support several objectives socially and 
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environmentally.  Both projects are located just outside our boundary but both have the potential to be 
of real benefit to our communities. 

We are planning further biodiversity focussed projects such as the creation of a stretch of native species 
hedgerow bordering our Main Road and we are supporting an Open Gardens initiative which will 
showcase the work of local gardeners. 

The ‘made’ Goostrey Neighbourhood Plan has a policy which protects hedgerows and trees and requires 
new developments to plant more trees.  There is also a policy which requires no net loss of biodiversity 
(and ideally a net gain) for new builds, it also protects a number of specific wildlife corridors and Ancient 
Woodland in the Parish. 

Crime and disorder 

In Goostrey we are very fortunate to have low levels of crime and disorder, including anti-social 
behaviour.  We have an excellent working relationship with the allocated PCSO and other members of 
the Officer structure.   

The Parish Council facilitates regular police surgeries in the Village Hall and encourages residents to 
attend by publicising the surgeries.  GPC liaises with the Police over what crime does occur and 
prevention measures.  However, the biggest issue for Goostrey residents is speeding vehicles.  

 GPC provides and maintains a suite of permanent Speed Indicator Devices and analyses and reports on 
the generated data.  GPC also supports a network of Speedwatch volunteers.   GPC leads in ensuring 
that residents views on speeding are communicated effectively in all consultations  instigated by the 
Police, Highway Authority and Police and Crime Commissioner.  GPC actively inputs to the bi-annual 
police cluster meeting for all the Parish Councils in the Dane Valley Ward to which the police attend to 
update Members on the various issues and answer any questions. GPC similarly inputs to the County-
wide bi-annual liaison meetings with the Police and Crime Commissioner. 

Statement 3 Provides leadership in planning for the future of the community 

The most important part of planning for the future of the community in Goostrey has been the creation 
of a Neighbourhood Plan by the Parish PC.  This was formally adopted by Cheshire East Council following 
a referendum of all residents on 17th August 2017.  The creation of the plan involved extensive 
interaction with the community including workshops, drop-in sessions and questionnaires.  The process 
was led by a group of Parish Councillors together with volunteer residents and also involved 
professional organisations for urban planning, environmental planning and regulatory planning.   The PC 
reviews and responds to all planning applications in Goostrey, referring to the Neighbourhood Plan 
Policies as appropriate.   Parish Councillors have led ‘Rule 6’ input (including commissioning a barrister 
in one case) to two Planning Inquiries and where necessary the PC reports and follows up on 
enforcement cases.  Going forward it is intended to maintain the currency of the Neighbourhood Plan 
by updating it in line with changing needs and new Government regulations. 

The Parish contains the world-famous Jodrell Bank Lovell Radio Telescope and the World Headquarters 
of the Square Kilometres Array Observatory.  These are providers of scientific research, employment, 
education and tourism.  In 2019 the site became a UNESCO World Heritage Site and Goostrey lies 
entirely in the radio-frequency sensitive buffer zone.  The PC represents the community through its 
responses to planning applications and by being a member of the Jodrell Bank World Heritage Steering 
Group. 

In 2020 the PC became aware of 6.4 acres of land for sale comprising the old railway sidings at Goostrey 
Station.   A business case was put together by the PC for community use of this land and a questionnaire 
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sent to every household in the village.  Input was also received from members of the public at a PC 
meeting.  There was an overwhelmingly positive response from residents and although our bid was 
ultimately unsuccessful, the PC is continuing to investigate other opportunities for acquisition of land, 
such as the village green, which would be in the interests of residents. 

In terms of buildings, the PC had owned an old and disintegrating wooden community building.  After 
much discussion with the Scout Organisation, the PC donated a large amount of money for the old 
building to be demolished and to help with the building of a brand new Scout Hut and Youth Centre in 
2017 which is now in constant use.  Separately, the PC also hires out the Village Hall (which is shared 
with the school) for a wide range of community activities (including two WI’s, Art Club, Bridge Club, 
British Legion etc) and has led on the improvement of the facilities over the past couple of years 
including double-glazed windows, new kitchen, new lighting and new bar servery (brought into use in 
2021) and it continues to plan and budget for further improvements in the future. 

The PC is constantly seeking ways to tackle Highways issues in the village, particularly speeding. In 
addition to the activities in Statement 2 the PC continues to look into physical improvements at 
junctions and bridges in the village, for example upgrades to signage and road markings.  It has recently 
created a detailed plan to provide village ‘gates’ as a visual speed deterrent.   

Statement 4 Manages the performance of the council as a corporate body 

Goostrey Parish Council is responsible for ensuring that it adheres to the rules of council administration 
as prescribed by government legislation and takes responsibility for producing, and maintaining up to 
date policies, and ensuring that those policies are followed by staff and members of the council.  The 
Council’s Standing Orders and Financial Regulations are reviewed annually by the Clerk, Chairman and 
Chair of the Finance Committee respectively. 

All policies have a review date, and the Clerk ensures that Council members are aware of any changes in 
legislation via updates from bodies such as NALC, ChALC, SLCC and Cheshire East Council and schedules 
reviews of the polices with the relevant Committees.  Once reviewed policies are put forward to the 
Council for adoption. 

In law the Council is a single corporate body, and any decisions must be made by the Council as a whole 
in a properly convened Council Meeting.  The Council must carry out its statutory duties and can only do 
what it is permitted to do in law.   

The Chair of the Finance Committee carries out quarterly checks on our finance system and bank 
statements and can make checks at any other time as can any member of the council.  There are also 
additional payment controls in place as laid out in our Financial Regulations. 

There have been no matters of concern raised on our AGAR for the past 3 years. 

For those members who have special interests or specific skills, we encourage them to sit on the 
Committees to which that can make a contribution.  For example, members who took the lead with our 
Neighbourhood Plan sit on the Planning Committee and we have members which specific 
environmental interests on the Amenities Committee and in the Environmental Working Group. 

A training budget is set each year and members are encouraged to attend councillor training and any 
other training which is appropriate to their development as a councillor.  The Council strives to operate 
lawfully and efficiently, by evolving its working practices to ensure that it delivers a high-quality service 
to the residents of Goostrey. 
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Statement 5 Manages the performance of each individual staff member to achieve its business plan 

As an employer Goostrey Parish Council (GPC) has a duty to abide by employment law and adhere to 
any specific procedures and practices.  This includes providing a contract of employment for each 
member of staff, a workplace pension scheme and carries out an annual performance review for all 
employees. 

The Council employs 3 staff.   

• Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer – contracted to work 20 hours a week 

• Village Hall Supervisor – contracted to work between 2.5 and 10 hours a week (subject to demand) 

• Assistant Village Hall Supervisor – contracted to work between 2.5 and 10 hours a week (subject 

to demand) 

The Clerk reports to the Council as a whole, receiving instructions from the Council rather than from 
individual councillors.  

For the purpose of staff matters the Council has a Staff Committee that meets on an ‘as needed’ basis to 
review matters raised by the Clerk or by staff.  The Staff Committee also manages the staff performance 
review process for the Clerk and for the Village Hall Staff in conjunction with the Village Hall 
Management Committee and the Clerk. 

The Village Hall Supervisors report to the Village Hall Management Committee, however the Clerk acts 
as their line manager on a day-to-day basis.  This ensures that any staff queries or issues can be 
reviewed by the Clerk and reported to the Village Hall Management Committee or the Staff Committee 
and can be resolved promptly. 

Staff matters are reported to the Council via the Staff Committee or the Village Hall Management 
Committee under the Committee Matters item on the Parish Council meeting agenda. 

The performance review process is comprehensive and includes a review of the past year’s objectives 
and achievements against the Councils project plan, by the members of staff and the Council.  It also 
helps identify any concerns and allows for planning of goals and objectives for the Councils activities 
and project plan for the next year.  The performance review also presents the  opportunity to ensure 
that job descriptions are up to date and include the current responsibilities of the role and allows for 
any necessary changes to be made. 

All staff and Councillors are encouraged to attend training appropriate to their roles.  The Clerk/RFO 
holds the CiLCA qualification and is also a member of the SLCC and attends courses and events arranged 
by the SLCC and ChALC. 
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Local Council Award Scheme application form 
 
This document is a resource for Local Councils taking part in the Local Council Award Scheme  
  
My council has not registered to take part in the scheme – this document is a useful tool to map where 
you do meet the criteria, and to help you see what work would need to take place before you apply 
 
My council has the relevant criteria in place and has already registered with NALC – you can complete 
this document and submit it to your local accreditation panel. This will help them find the necessary 
information and make sure they don’t miss any details by mistake.  
 

Tip – proving a web link to the exact page or document needed is important as it will reduce the 
risk of the panel missing any necessary information. So instead of http://www.nalc.gov.uk use 
http://www.nalc.gov.uk/our-work/improvement-and-development/local-council-award-scheme 
 
Tip – some information and documents are not required to be published online. To keep things 
simple email these to the panel coordinator at the same time as providing this document. That 
way they have all the information in one place. 
 
Tip – Don’t forget the read the full criteria in the Local Council Award Scheme guide. This form 
just has the summary, but there is further essential information in the guide which can be 
downloaded from http://www.nalc.gov.uk/our-work/improvement-and-development/local-
council-award-scheme  

What criteria do I need to meet for each award level? 
If you are applying for Quality Gold – Foundation, Quality and Quality Gold criteria 
If you are unsure what criteria you are required to submit please check with your County Association. 
 

 

 

http://www.nalc.gov.uk/
http://www.nalc.gov.uk/our-work/improvement-and-development/local-council-award-scheme
http://www.nalc.gov.uk/our-work/improvement-and-development/local-council-award-scheme
http://www.nalc.gov.uk/our-work/improvement-and-development/local-council-award-scheme
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The Council confirms 
by resolution that all 
documentation and 
information is in place 
for a specified award 

Does the 
council 
meet 
this 
require-
ment?  
 

Hyperlink to council resolution: 
 
INSERT LINK TO EPC on 26th Jan 2022 

Criteria Do you 
meet 
these 
criteria? 

Where are these published online? 

1 A business plan 
covering a financial 
forecast for at least 
three years linked to 
revenue and capital 
plans for the council 
and its community 

 
 

YES This information is included in our budget document, which 
includes a three year forecast for Revenue and Capital 
spending, and spend from reserves.  
View Three Year Budget Document 
Council Projects are itemised in our Project List 2020 - 2024 
and are linked to the three year budget document linked 
above. 
View Project List 2020-2024 
There is also a defined list of objectives which is updated 
annually. 
View Objectives 2020-2024 

 YES We publish our Annual Reports on our website and in hard 
copy which is delivered to all households in the parish as part 
of our Summer Newsletter.* 
View Annual Report for 2020/21 
View previous Annual Reports 
View Quarterly News Letters 
View Monthly Newsletters 
 
In 2020 there was no Annual Parish Meeting due to the 
pandemic however we published our Annual Report on our 
website (see link to Previous Annual Reports above).   
 
*In 2021 we held our  Annual Parish Meeting via Zoom and a 
summary of the Annual Report was published in the Summer 
newsletter (delivered to all households) and the full report is 
published on our website (see link above) 
 

a engaging with 
diverse groups in 
the community 
using a variety of 
methods 
 

YES The council adopted a Community Engagement Policy which 
outlines the methods of communication it used to engage 
with residents. 
 
View Communication and Community Engagement Policy 
 
Items of interest are communicated using: 

https://goostreyparishcouncil.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/GPC-Annual-Report-2020-to-2021.pdf
https://goostreyparishcouncil.gov.uk/document-category/reports/
https://goostreyparishcouncil.gov.uk/document-category/quarterlynl/
https://goostreyparishcouncil.gov.uk/document-category/monthlynl/
https://goostreyparishcouncil.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Communication-and-Community-Engagement-Policy-V2.pdf
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• Website – https://goostreyparishcouncil.gov.uk in the 
News Items section or Notices section.  

• Residents can subscribe for updates from the website.  
Any items published in the News Section are 
automatically notified to subscribers to the website.  

• Items published in the News Section on the website are 
also posted to our Twitter account. 

• Newsletters (quarterly and monthly) delivered to each 
household and published on the website). 

• Notice Boards (for those who are not online) these are 
located at the Village Hall and on Main Road at the 
junction with Bank View. 

• At Parish Council Meetings.  Attendance at Parish Council 
meetings by members of the public is actively 
encouraged and councillors attend various village events 
during the year.  

• Rose Day (held annually in June) – The Parish Council has 
a stand at the Goostrey Rose Day Festival, where 
members of the public can speak with councillors about 
local matters or concerns. 

• Send information to other Local Websites for publication 
if the owners wish to do so 

• Public Meetings are held where necessary for matters of 
public interest ie major housing developments, Local 
Plan, SADPD, Neighbourhood Plan etc. 

• Goostrey Village Hall has its own Facebook page 
 
The Annual Parish Meeting held via Zoom in 2021 was 
attended by more people than the meeting in person in 
2019.  Parish Council meetings held via Zoom have attracted 
a different audience of members of the public than meetings 
held in person.   
 
The Parish Office is open three half days a week and 
residents regularly attend to report matters to the Clerk and 
seek advice. 
 
We publish details of public consultations in the News section 
on the home page of our website.  These include our own 
consultations and those from Cheshire East Council and other 
organisations such as NALC. We can choose to publish any of 
these items to our Twitter Account automatically which 
increases distribution. 

View News items on Goostrey Parish Council Website. 
 
Parish Council consultations with Goostrey residents are 
made available for submission both online (using Survey 
Monkey) and as a paper copy, delivered to every household. 
 
In recent years these have included: 

https://goostreyparishcouncil.gov.uk/
https://goostreyparishcouncil.gov.uk/news/
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• A consultation on possible land purchase for the village 
(2020) – the consultation was delivered to all houses and 
submissions could also be made on online.  Results from 
the community were in favour of purchasing the land and 
a bid was made but unfortunately it was unsuccessful. 

View Consultation letter delivered to all residents. 
 
Other consultations published on News page include: 

• Cheshire East Highways Draft Speed Management Strategy 
(2021) 

• Cheshire East Draft Jodrell Bank Supplementary Planning 
Document (2021) 

 

b community 
engagement 
influencing council 
activity and 
priorities 
 

YES 1. The Village Environmental Improvement Survey (2021)  is 
a good example of how community engagement 
influences council activities and priorities.  The survey was 
delivered to each household in Goostrey and was also 
available online for submission.  A submission return of  
14.86% was received, and the results are being used to 
form long terms plans for the village, which are currently 
being planned and prioritised. 

 
View Village Environmental Improvement Survey 
Document delivered to all residents. 

 
View Summary Report of Results 

 
Projects which are being developed from this initiative are 
itemised in the Project list 2020 - 2024, in the Proposed 
Projects Section numbers 4, 5, 6 and 7. 

 
View Project List 2020-2024  

 
Further examples of projects influenced by community 
engagement in the past 6 months are: 
 

2. Refurbishment of Telephone Kiosk – The Council 
purchased a Telephone Kiosk some years ago to house a 
defibrillator for use by the community.  The Council, at the 
request of residents, arranged to refurbish the phone box 
to ensure it could continue to effectively protect the 
defibrillator from the elements and remain a much-loved 
village feature.  Works were completed in November 2021. 

 
View News Item regarding Telephone Box refurbishment 
on the website (this item is also available in the most 
recent Quarterly Newsletter). 

 
3. Planting of “Remembrance” crocuses on Church Bank 

Corner, to remember the victims and all those who have 

https://goostreyparishcouncil.gov.uk/letter-from-goostrey-parish-council-to-all-residents-goostrey-former-railway-sidings-link-to-online-survey/
https://goostreyparishcouncil.gov.uk/news/
https://goostreyparishcouncil.gov.uk/village-environmental-improvement-questionnaire-have-your-say/
https://goostreyparishcouncil.gov.uk/village-environmental-improvement-questionnaire-have-your-say/
https://goostreyparishcouncil.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/EnvironmentalImprovementsQuestionnaireOutputsReportMtg020621-002.pdf
https://goostreyparishcouncil.gov.uk/telephone-box-refurbishment/
https://goostreyparishcouncil.gov.uk/telephone-box-refurbishment/
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suffered as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic.  Planting 
was completed in November 2021 and a plaque with a 
dedication will be displayed on the bench opposite the 
planting.  The project was suggested by Rev Buckley at St 
Luke’s Church at the Annual Parish Meeting 2021 and was 
implemented by the Council in consultation with the 
Parochial Church Council.  The location is opposite the 
Church yard. 

 
4. Open Day at Goostrey Village Hall -The Parish Council re-

opened the Village Hall in July 2021.  There had been 
significant improvements made to the Village Hall in June 
2020, when the building was close which included new 
lighting in the Hall and Lounge and a new bar servery in 
the Lounge.  Additionally, we employed two new Village 
Hall Supervisors to run the hall on a day to day basis.  An 
open day was held on August Bank Holiday Monday 2021 
to promote the re-opening of the village hall, to introduce 
the new Supervisors and to allow residents and regular 
hirers of the hall to see the new features they had 
requested.  Tea and cakes were provided by the local WI 
and donations were given to a local charity. 

 
View details of the event in the August 2021 Newsletter (page 
3) 
 
View Goostrey Village Hall Facebook page posts 
 
 

c A wide range of 
council activities, 
including innovative 
projects, that 
produce positive 
outcomes for the 
community  
  

YES Village Hall – The Parish Council runs the Village Hall for the 
benefit of the Village.  The Village Hall is part of the Goostrey 
Primary School building and shares use of the main hall with 
the school during term time.  During lockdown the Village Hall 
remained closed, so the council handed full use of the main 
hall to the school to provide more space for the children during 
the pandemic.  This use continued for one year. 
 
Pollinator Friendly Planting – The new border at the front of 
the village hall has been planted with mix of pollinator friendly 
shrubs and other plants funded by the Parish Council and from 
donations from residents.  This project was completed in 2021.   
There are plans for more native hedging on Shearbrook bank.   
 
Monthly Newsletter publicising the completion of the project 
 
Support of Cheshire Wildlife Trust –  50 acres of land at 
Saltersford Farm near Holmes Chapel was purchased by the 
Cheshire Wildlife Trust to create a wildlife haven in the Dane 
Valley.  The 50-acre plot sits within the Dane Valley, less than a 
mile from their existing Swettenham Valley nature reserve. 
Newly created habitat will encourage missing wildlife to return 

https://goostreyparishcouncil.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/Goostrey-PC-NL-August-2021-v14-for-Website.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/goostreyvillagehall2021
https://www.facebook.com/goostreyvillagehall2021
https://goostreyparishcouncil.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/May-2021v2.pdf
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and provide more space for many threatened and vulnerable 
species.  This will provide a positive benefit to the residents of 
Goostrey.  The Council made a donation towards this project 
on behalf of the parish. 
 
Parish Council Meeting Minutes November 2021 (page 2) 
 
Village Maintenance – The Parish Council maintains a number 
of areas of grass and planting in the Village.  
 
Tree Planting -  The Parish Council supports the hedge and tree 
planting projects by Goostrey Scouts, using our Grant Funding 
initiative. 
 
Goostrey Gardens -  Open Garden event June 2022.  This is a 
new initiative which the Parish Council is supporting.  All 
proceeds will go to a local charity. 
View January Newsletter (page 3) 
 
Senior Citizen’s Christmas Lunch – This event is a well 
supported annual event held in November 2021 hosted by the 
Parish Council.  We reduced the numbers from 100 to 60 to 
allow social distancing and the event went ahead and was 
enjoyed by all who attended. 
View January Newsletter (page2) 

 
Speed Watch –  Goostrey Parish Council runs the local Speed 
Watch Group and reports are reviewed at each council meeting 
including analysis and reporting of speed data. 
View minutes of the December Meeting (Item 9 and page A4) 
Commemorative tree planting - We regularly mark important 
National Events by planting a tree and having a plaque on the 
Bogbean (village green), going all the way back to the Churchill 
Oak in 1965. The two most recent were supporting the British 
Legion with a Commemorative tree/plaque/gathering in 2018 
to mark the Centenary of the end of WW1 and supporting the 
Jodrell Side WI planting a tree in 2019 to mark the 100th 
Anniversary of the WI and Goostrey WI tree planting in 2021.  
There will also be tree planting for the Queen’s Platinum 
Jubilee. 
View Newsletter for October 2021 (bottom of page 2) 
View Newsletter for January 2022 (page 3) 
 
Neighbourhood Plan – Our Neighbourhood Plan was made in 
2017 and a review is being consider by end of 2023. 
View Project List 2020 -2024. Proposed Section item 13. 
 
New Infrastructure – A new bench was installed in 2021 on 
Booth Bed Lane Green to replace one which was beyond 
repair; installation of new noticeboards for the Village and the 
Parish Council;  new sign for Village Hall; programme of 

https://goostreyparishcouncil.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/GPC-Minutes-23112021-Draft-v1-with-appendices-1-1.pdf
https://goostreyparishcouncil.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Goostrey-PC-NL-January-2022-005-web.pdf
https://goostreyparishcouncil.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Goostrey-PC-NL-January-2022-005-web.pdf
https://goostreyparishcouncil.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/GPC-Meeting-Minutes-14122021-Draft-v2-public.pdf
https://goostreyparishcouncil.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Goostrey-PC-NL-October-2021-v4-1.pdf
https://goostreyparishcouncil.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Goostrey-PC-NL-January-2022-005-web.pdf
https://www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/planning/neighbourhood-plans/neighbourhood-plans-g-m/goostrey-neighbourhood-plan.aspx
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refurbishment of village benches.  The installation and 
maintenance of these items is now part of the new 
Lengthsman service which began in 2021. 
 
Scout Hut and Youth Centre – The Council made major 
contributions to the building of the new Scout Hut and Youth 
Facility.  The Youth project had been a long time in the planning 
and was finally realised by a project with Goostrey Scouts. 
View Scout Hut and Youth Facility Facebook Page (first posts at 
bottom of the page) 
 
Cheshire East Council – Influencing on matters important to 
residents especially Highways matters, including improvements 
at dangerous junctions and planning enforcements. 
View Minutes of Meetings  
 
Love Goostrey Volunteers – During lockdown in 2020 a local 
group of volunteers formed to help vulnerable people who had 
to self isolate due to COVID-19.  The help provided varied from 
food shopping to collecting prescriptions, or just a chat. 
Members of the group provided their contact details and each 
of them were allocated to a street in the village.  The Parish 
Council worked with the group and arranged to print and 
deliver the list of volunteers and contact details to every 
household in the village.  The Council has also supported the 
volunteers with supplies of hand sanitizer and support from 
the Clerk where required.  The group has not formally 
disbanded and continues to assist people who need help.  The 
Council formally recognised the volunteers contribution by 
sending each of them a letter of thanks and also by recording 
the Councils thanks in the minutes of the Parish Council 
meeting on 23rd June 2020. 
View minutes (Item 11.) 

d co-operating 
constructively with 
other organisations  
 
 

YES • Cheshire Police - The Parish Council facilitates PCSO 
Surgeries in the Village Hall on a Saturday morning, every 
3-4 weeks.  These are advertised on the Website, and in 
the Quarterly and Monthly Newsletters, and on Twitter. 
View August Newsletter (bottom of page 1 for dates in 
2021) 
View Newsletter for January 2022 (page 1 advertising 
PCSO Surgery Dates in 2022) 

• Scouts (and other Uniformed organisations) –  The Parish 
Council has held an event to switch on the Christmas lights 
on the Bog Bean for many years.  For the last few years the 
Scouts have organised the event on behalf of the Parish 
Council.  The event is funded by the Parish Council.  In 
2020 the event was cancelled due to COVID-19 but was 
held in November 2021 with a much larger attendance. 
View Newsletter for October 2021 advertising the event 
(page 2) 

https://www.facebook.com/GoostreyScoutHut
https://goostreyparishcouncil.gov.uk/document-category/minutes/
https://goostreyparishcouncil.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/GPC-Minutes-23062020-draft-v2-with-full-appendices.pdf
https://goostreyparishcouncil.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/Goostrey-PC-NL-August-2021-v14-for-Website.pdf
https://goostreyparishcouncil.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Goostrey-PC-NL-January-2022-005-web.pdf
https://goostreyparishcouncil.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Goostrey-PC-NL-October-2021-v4-1.pdf
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Other events where the Council works with the Uniformed 
Organisations are tree planting initiatives and the Senior 
Citizen’s Lunch. 

• Goostrey Gardens – Open Gardens initiative 2022 
View Newsletter for January 2022 (page 3) 

• Friends of Goostrey Station -  The founder members of 
this group were councillors and the Parish Council 
continues to have representation in the Group and has 
supported it with donations and grant funding for projects  
View Newsletter for August (page 2) 

• Goostrey Rose Festival – The Parish Council works with 
the festival by providing funding for facilities for the 
event. 

• Goostrey School and VHPFF – The Parish Council works 
with the school and the Village Hall and Playing Field 
Foundation managing the Village Hall for the Community 
as part of the Cheshire East Joint Use Agreement set up in 
1984 when the new School was built which incorporates 
the Village Hall. 

• Village Hall Hirers – The Parish Council has provided 
ongoing communication and support to groups who use 
the Village Hall  during the pandemic and though the 
“post-COVID” reopening.   

• Connected Communities – This is a Cheshire East 
initiative that the Parish Council has joined to promote 
the formation of new groups in the village and to support 
groups events to address specific issues for residents 
including social isolation. 

• Archive Group – the Archive Group is supported by the 
Parish Council and is housed permanently in the Village 
Hall.  It is open to residents once a week and the Archive 
Group are engaged in archive projects which include a 
review of historic documents in the Parish Council 
archive. 
View Newsletter for January 2022 (page 2) 

• Goostrey Shed – Is a men in sheds project set up for men 
over 50 in Goostrey.  The Parish Council has made a grant 
to assist in the start-up of this initiative for men over 50. 

• Cheshire East Council – The Parish Council reviews all 
Planning Applications for the Parish, submitting 
objections, support or comments for applications via the 
CEC website.  We also comment on and influence new 
draft CEC Policies and Strategies.  

• Cheshire East Highways -  The council liaises with 
Highways though the local Highways Officer on all 
Highways matters.  But has also consulted and met with 
the Highways Safety Team on matters relating to the 
safety of Goostrey Station Bridge for drivers and 
pedestrians ( last meeting 21st April 2021) and most 
recently regarding the dangers of the crossroads 
between Main Road, Booth Bed Lane and Hermitage Lane 

https://goostreyparishcouncil.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Goostrey-PC-NL-January-2022-005-web.pdf
https://goostreyparishcouncil.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/Goostrey-PC-NL-August-2021-v14-for-Website.pdf
https://goostreyparishcouncil.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Goostrey-PC-NL-January-2022-005-web.pdf
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where there have been a number of accidents.  These 
discussions have centred on signage, road markings, 
lighting and cutting back of vegetation to provide better 
visibility at the junction. 
View Newsletter for August 2021 (page 1) 

• Holmes Chapel and other Local Councils – Councillors 
and the Clerk have met with Holmes Chapel Parish 
Councillors a number of times over the last few years on 
various subjects.   The last meeting was on 17th March 
2021 on Highways, Neighbourhood Plans, School places 
etc  

• The Parish Council had planned a celebration of the 
Centenary of VE day in 2020 too but were prevented by 
the COVID-19 lockdown.  The event would have included 
local organisation such as the Royal British Legion 
Goostrey Branch, both Women’s Institutes, the Archive 
Group, St Luke’s Church and various other groups. 

• Engagement with Church and British Legion – The Parish 
Council is formally represented at Remembrance Day. 

• Goostrey Parish Council has representation on Jodrell 
Bank World Heritage Steering Group. 

• PC representation on Sibelco Community Liaison Group 
regarding the Sand Quarry on New Platt Lane.  The group 
was set up with Sibelco to enable the community to 
communicate with Sibelco and vice versa on matters 
relating to the quarry and it’s impact on local residents. 
View Report at the September meeting (Item 16.i) 

• PC representation on Manchester Airport Liaison group – 
Being located on flight paths in and out of the airport, 
Goostrey keeps abreast of new developments via this. 

• Congleton Food Bank – Goostrey residents donate 
generously to this foodbank as in addition to Congleton 
the foodbank serves people undergoing hardship in 
Goostrey.  In 2020 the Seniors Lunch was not held and 
instead the Parish Council made a donation to the 
foodbank which is run but the New Life Church, for the 
future benefit of Goostrey residents who may need to use 
its services. 
View Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting on October 
2020. (Item 5.i) 

• Other Venues for Hire in the Village – The Parish Council 
has a policy of ensuring that if an event cannot be booked 
at the Village Hall that staff offer contact with other 
venues in the village as alternatives.  The Village Hall is 
also a designated polling station for elections and was last 
used for the Police and Crime Commission elections in 
May 2021. 

 

 
 

https://goostreyparishcouncil.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/Goostrey-PC-NL-August-2021-v14-for-Website.pdf
https://goostreyparishcouncil.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/GPC-Meeting-Minutes-28092021-draft-v2-incl-appendices.pdf
https://goostreyparishcouncil.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/GPC-Minutes-27102020-draft-v3.pdf
https://goostreyparishcouncil.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/GPC-Minutes-27102020-draft-v3.pdf
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The Council confirms 
by resolution that all 
documentation and 
information is in place 
for a specified award 

Does the 
council meet 
this require-
ment? 

Hyperlink to council resolution: 

Criteria Do you meet 
these criteria? 

Have you provided these to the accreditation panel? 

2 Ensures that the 
council delivers 
value for money 

YES See Statements Document attached 

3 Provides leadership 
in planning for the 
future of the 
community 

YES See Statements Document attached 

4 Engages with the 
community on 
issues related to the 
environment and 
climate change 

YES See Statements Document attached 

5 Manages the 
performance of the 
council as a 
corporate body  

YES See Statements Document attached 

6 Manages the 
performance of 
each individual staff 
member to achieve 
its business plan  

YES See Statements Document attached 
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