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Minutes of the Goostrey Parish Council Meeting  
on Tuesday 27th September 2022, at 7.30pm in the Village Hall 

 

Present:  Cllrs. O’Donoghue (IOD) (Chairman), Morgan (PM) (Vice Chairman), Rathbone (TR) (Sulej (JS), 
Morris (KM), Freeman (AF), Ross (CR) 

In Attendance: E Bambrook, Clerk to the Council (EB)  

Prior to the commencement of the meeting a one minute silence was observed to pay respects to HM 
Queen Elizabeth II following her death on 8th September 2022. 

PART ONE MEMBERS OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC PRESENT 

There were no members of the press or public present. 

09.22.1 Declarations of Interest:  No declarations were made. 
09.22.2 Apologies for absence:  Apologies were received from Cllrs. Beckham, Roberts, and Williams. 
09.22.3 Minutes of the meeting of 16th August 2022:  View draft minutes. 

  Resolved:   The Parish Council accepted the minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council on 16th August 
2022 as a true and accurate record of the meeting. 

09.22.4 Cheshire East Matters:  AK had sent his apologies to the meeting but had asked that any issues 
requiring his attention were passed on to him.  KM advised that the council had not asked AK for 
anything from the Ward Councillor budget for this year and that the council should decide what is 
required and ask AK to allocate his budget to this. 

09.22.5 Committee Matters:  To receive reports from the Parish Council Committees:  

a) Amenities Committee Meeting 7th September 2022.  View draft minutes. 
TR highlighted the following points: 

• The groundwork to update the Christmas Lights on the Bogbean has now been 
completed by Duttons and we are awaiting the installation of the lighting.  It was agreed 
that once completed the council would send a letter of thanks and publicise this work in 
the newsletter. 

• Booth Bed Lane Village Entrance:  The committee agreed to proceed with the purchase 
of various items for this project due to lengthy lead times.  Following the meeting the 
Clerk investigated this and advised the committee that the cost of the items met the 
threshold for requiring three quotes before making a decision to purchase, in line with 
the council’s financial regulations.  In addition, the committee had previously taken the 
decision to seek costs for implementing the project as a whole and this is what was in 
progress with Northwich Town Council.   

• Church Bank Village Entrance:  Maintenance of this area has been added to the contract 
with Northwich Town Council. 

• Bank View Planter:  TR confirmed that he did not wish to be reimbursed for this work.   

https://goostreyparishcouncil.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/GPC-Minutes-16082022-draft.pdf
https://goostreyparishcouncil.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/Amenities-Committee-07092022-Minutes-Draft.pdf
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• The Environmental Hedge work is with Northwich TC and will be scheduled in.  

Resolved:  The Parish Council resolved to accept the minutes of the Amenities Committee meeting on 
7th September 2022 and all the decisions therein.   

b) Village Hall Management Committee Meeting 13th September 2022.  This meeting was 
postponed due to the period of mourning for Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II.  The next meeting 
will take place on 18th October. 

09.22.6 Planning Matters: 
a) To receive and consider the following planning applications: 

None 
b) To ratify the comments made for the following planning application where the comments 

deadline fell before the meeting: 

22/3488C 30, SOUTHLANDS ROAD, GOOSTREY, CW4 8JF.  Double side and single storey extensions and 
front render of existing dwelling.  Comments deadline 23rd September. 
Resolved:  The Planning Committee resolved to submit no comment for planning application 22/3488C. 

 

Resolved:  The Parish Council resolved to approve the decision of the Planning Committee on planning 
application 22/3488C 
 

c) To review and approve the addition of a Planning Application section to Standing Orders giving 

delegated responsibility to the Clerk and Chairman of the Planning Committee to respond to 

planning applications under prescribed circumstances.   

Resolved:  The Parish Council resolved to adopt the additional section of Standing Orders relating to 

Planning Applications and delegated authority to respond 

KM advised the meeting that Cheshire East Council (CEC) has circulated a Developer Contributions 

Supplementary Planning Document which requires that they undertake a consultation.  KM felt that a 

council response wasn’t necessary as this is a matter between CEC and developers and the changes 

don’t affect the Local Plan.  It was agreed that the Clerk would circulate the consultation so that 

councillors could comment as individuals if they so wished.  The closing date is 7th November.   

KM also noted, for information, that there has been a prior approval application for Brickbank Farm, 

Boothbed Lane.  This type of application is not officially notified to the council.  Prior approval is being 

sought to convert a barn into holiday accommodation.  It will be up to the Planning Officer to 

determined whether the application meets the rules or not. 

09.22.7 Financial Payments:   

Resolved:   The Parish Council approved the payments listed on Schedule 09/22. 

https://planning.cheshireeast.gov.uk/applicationdetails.aspx?pr=22/3488C
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09.22.8 Clerk’s Report:  The contents of the Clerk’s report were received and noted.   Items of note were 

highlighted as follows: 

• A response had not yet been received to the letter sent to the head of planning regarding the 

approval of planning application 21/2569C.  The Clerk was asked to pursue a response. 

• A group representing cyclists had offered to attend a council meeting to address public 

concerns about safety; they will be attending the November meeting. 

• The Clerk has addressed concerns from a member of the public over council spending to 

progress the application to fell the tree on Main Road. 

• A letter has been sent to the Police and Crime Commissioner regarding the average speed 

camera trials.  The letter has been acknowledged and a response is awaited. 

• The Clerk received a request from a member of the public for the council to support activities 

for children in Goostrey in the same way that it supports senior citizens.  The council felt that 

there were a number of groups which arranged activities and Christmas parties for children and 

that the council organises the Senior’s Christmas Lunch because there are few options for this 

group.  The Clerk will investigate what is currently available and respond to the resident. 

09.22.9 Highways & Speedwatch  

• Speedwatch Report:  The report was received and noted.  TR reported that one person has 

volunteered to join Speedwatch, two more volunteers are required in order to form a team 

so that the sessions can restart.  This information was included in the Parish Magazine and 

it was agreed that this should also be included in the Parish Council Newsletter to 

emphasise that the onset of darker nights means that Speedwatch sessions are more 

important than ever. 

SDU at Shearbrook, Main Road - Summary Report August 2022:  The report was received 

and noted. 

a) Footpath/Tree on Main Road:  The Clerk confirmed that the planning application is open for 

comments on the Cheshire East Council website; the closing date is 2nd October with a target 

decision date at the end of October. 

b) Bomish Lane/Cross Lane Crossroads:  Highways have confirmed that the work to refresh the 

lines is due to be programmed shortly, permit and weather dependant.  It is expected that this 

will be completed within the next 8 weeks.  There is work in the programme also for the signs, 

which the officer agreed to chase up and update us accordingly.  They will pick up any issues 

with overgrown hedges affecting the visibility of the warning signs with the appropriate land 

owner. 
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c) Highways Liaison Role:  There were no volunteers for this role and it was agreed that this 

would appear as an item on the next agenda.  If there are still no volunteers then a councillor 

will be assigned to the role when committees and roles are assigned in May next year.  

09.22.10 Police Matters:  TR advised that there was nothing new to report at this time. 

09.22.11 Bank Signatories:  To approve the request by Cllr. C. Ross to be removed as a signatory to the 

Council’s Nat West account and to approve a new signatory. 

Resolved:  The Parish Council resolved to approve that Cllr. C. Ross is removed as a signatory of the 
Council’s Nat West account and that Cllr. A. Freeman is appointed. 

09.22.12  Warm Space at The Village Hall:  The report from the Clerk was received and noted.  The Clerk 

confirmed that further information would be made available after the meeting with the church groups 

on Thursday 29th September. 

09.22.13  Portrait of King Charles III:  The Council were asked to consider the purchase of an official portrait of 

the new King. 

Resolved:  The Council resolved to approve the purchase of an official portrait of King Charles III up to a 

value of £300. 

09.22.14  VHPFF Update:  NB had submitted a report from the latest VHPFF meeting as follows:  The VHPFF have 

managed to gain a £10,000 donation from the National Lottery and additional donations are in the 

pipeline for amounts of £1,000 and £3,000 with fundraising ongoing.  There was a hope that the 

Bowling Pavillon could be built VAT free. However, there has been an amendment in the legislation 

meaning that if there is a request for a VAT free exemption and it fails the cost of the fine could be 

100% of the VAT charge.  The decision has been made not to make this application, just in case this 

penalty would need to be added to the build costs.  Ground works will commence on the 18th October, 

with the installation commencing 30th October.  There were other points raised regarding the VHPFF 

advertising what the VHPFF offers through a newsletter and updating their social media operation to 

try and be more user friendly for younger residents of Goostrey.  It is felt that women’s/girls football is 

something that could be an opportunity moving forward based on the success of the women’s football 

team at the Euros in the summer. 

09.22.15  Minor items and items for the next agenda.   

• The Staff Committee meeting needs to be rescheduled  

• The Clerk confirmed that the council would like to purchase a Remembrance Wreath from the 

Royal British Legion. 

09.22.16  Date of Next Meeting – Tuesday 25th October 2022.  

 

Resolved:  The Parish Council resolved to move to Part Two to discuss confidential items relating to 

arrangements to mark an occasion. 
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PART TWO  

MEMBERS OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC ARE ASKED TO RETIRE.  

In accordance with the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, as extended by the Local 

Government Act of 1972, the press and public are excluded from the meeting for the discussion of the 

undermentioned items on the grounds that the publication of the matters would be prejudicial to public 

interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted. 

 

09.22.17 Arrangements to mark an occasion 

 

Close meeting – The meeting closed at 9pm 

 

The minutes of the meeting remain draft until they are approved at the next Parish Council meeting. 


