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Minutes of the Goostrey Parish Council Meeting  
on Tuesday 13th December 2022, at 7.30pm in the Village Hall 

 

Present:  Cllrs. O’Donoghue (IOD) (Chairman), Morgan (PM (Vice Chairman), Rathbone (TR), Morris 
(KM), Beckham (NB), Freeman (AF), Ross (CR), Craggs (DC) (Co-opted during meeting) 

In Attendance: E Bambrook, Clerk to the Council (EB), Cllr. Andrew Kolker, Ward Councillor (AK) 

PART ONE MEMBERS OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC PRESENT 

There were two members of the public present. 

12.22.1 Declarations of Interest:  No declarations were made. 
12.22.2 Apologies for absence:  None 
12.22.3 Minutes of the meeting of 22nd November 2022:  

  Resolved:   The Parish Council accepted the minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council on 22nd 
November 2022 as a true and accurate record of the meeting. 

12.22.4 Cheshire East Matters:  AK advised the meeting of the following: 

• There will be a full Council meeting at SKA on 14th December. 

• There was a Highways training session for members yesterday where members were criticised 
for poor communication with Highways which AK took exception to, as did other members. 

• AK agreed to forward the name of the new Highways contact to the Clerk. 

• AK confirmed that the Director of Finance, Alex Thompson, would be a good person to speak to 
about the VH Recharge. 

12.22.5 Committee Matters:  To receive reports from the Parish Council Committees:  

a) Planning Committee Meeting 22nd November 2022.  

Resolved: The Parish Council resolved to accept the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting of 22nd 
November 2022 and all the decisions therein. 

12.22.6 Planning Matters:   
a) To receive and agree a response to the following planning applications: 

 

22/4486M Jodrell Bank Observatory, BOMISH LANE, LOWER WITHINGTON, SK11 9DL. Replace the high-
level felt roof, the low-level asphalt roof, and the 42-foot telescope roof on the Control Building at 
Jodrell Bank. Remove the balustrade directly above the main entrance and for a fall arrest system to be 
installed to allow safe access to maintain the lightning protection system on the roof. Four existing PVC 
skylights are to be replaced with new PVC skylights with the same dimension.  
 

Resolved:  The Parish Council resolved to make no comment on planning application 22/4486M. 
 

22/4487M Jodrell Bank Observatory, BOMISH LANE, LOWER WITHINGTON, SK11 9DL. Listed building 
consent to replace the high-level felt roof, the low-level asphalt roof, and the 42-foot telescope roof on 
the Control Building at Jodrell Bank. Remove the balustrade directly above the main entrance and for a 
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fall arrest system to be installed to allow safe access to maintain the lightning protection system on the 
roof. Four existing PVC skylights are to be replaced with new PVC skylights with the same dimensions.  
 

Resolved:  The Parish Council resolved to make no comment on planning application 22/4487M. 
 
22/4558C ASHBANK, 11, STATION ROAD, GOOSTREY, CW4 8PJ, Certificate of lawful proposed 
development for the construction of incidental building to provide garage /garden room /garden store 
and pottery studio.   
 

Resolved:  The Parish Council resolved to make no comment on planning application 22/4558C. 
 

b) To receive the report and agree a response to the refusal of planning application.   

22/3485T 77, MAIN ROAD, GOOSTREY, CREWE, CHESHIRE, CW4 8JR.  Works to TPO Trees.  Refused. 

The decision notice states that the Tree Officer had contacted Highways who had confirmed that there 
had been seven requests for a solution but that the outcomes were unknown.  The report further 
notes that an alternative engineered design solution to the removal of the tree should be pursued with 
Highways.  In the light of this decision the council discussed the options presented in TR’s report.  
Following an in depth debate it was agreed that the Clerk and TR would draft a document for invitation 
of quotations for a consultant to undertake a Highway/Traffic risk assessments of the options identified 
in TR’s report. It was further agreed that single quotation would be invited in the first place to inform 
any future decision about obtaining further quotations. 

KM provided an update on 21/2569C 61A Main Road.  There have been several revisions to this 
application from revision a to revision e with which planning were satisfied.  Following two emails to 
the Head of Planning which didn’t receive a reply, AK emailed the principal planning officer who has 
now confirmed that instead of approving revision e, Planning has incorrectly approved revision a.  The 
officer has stated that this decision could not be changed however it has come to light that the 
decision could be changed if the development has not been completed.  KM has emailed the officer to 
ask if this could be changed.  The council asked AK to follow up KM’s request to amend the decision.  It 
was agreed that if the request is refused or a response is not received by the end of next week then KM 
will make a formal complaint.  Should the request be approved then the council will delay making a 
formal complaint to allow the officer time to investigate and act.  It was accepted that it may then not 
be necessary to make a formal complaint. 

12.22.7 Financial Payments:  To approve the payments in schedule 12/22. 

The Clerk confirmed that the Skipton account has now been closed and that a cheque has been issued 

which will be paid into the council’s NS&I account as agreed. 
 

Resolved:   The Parish Council approved the payments listed on Schedule 12/22. 
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12.22.8 Clerk’s Report:  The contents of the Clerk’s report were received and noted.  Further to the submitted 

report the Clerk advised that the local Highways Officer had contacted her to provide some updates on 

outstanding issues as follows: 

• Bomish Lane/Cross Lane Crossroads – The Give Way sign has now been installed which makes 

the junction legal.  There is currently insufficient funding available to carry out the re-lining 

work, however, the work has now been re-classified as Category 1 and will therefore the lining 

work should be done within 20 days. 

• White lining work on Booth Bed Lane Junction – Scoping work will be done in January but the 

work will be done in the next financial year. 

• Mill Lane depression on carriageway – This has been reported by a member of the public.  This 

doesn’t meet the criteria to be a high priority.  There are some signs out to warn the public that 

the surface is uneven. 

• PM advised that he had seen two men with wheels measuring the footway to the station. 

12.22.9 Highways & Speedwatch  

a) Speedwatch Report:  The contents of the report were received and noted. 

SDU at Shearbrook, Main Road - Summary Report November 2022:  The contents of the report 

were received and noted. 

b) Bomish Lane/Cross Lane Crossroads:  The update for this was provided under item 8 Clerk’s 

Report. 

12.22.10 Police Matters:  Nothing to report. 

12.22.11 To note that the 14-day statutory notice period for the two council vacancies has ended and to co-

opt new members: 

David Craggs spoke about his reasons for wishing to be co-opted and the council voted unanimously 

to co-opt David.  The Declaration of Acceptance of Office was signed. 
 

  Resolved:  The Parish Council resolves to co-opt David Craggs as a member of Goostrey Parish Council. 
 

12.22.12 To consider and approve the process for co-option of new members:  As there is still a vacancy on 

the council, the Clerk will advertise this using the council’s co-option policy once Cheshire East 

Council has confirmed that the notice of vacancy deadline has passed.  The Clerk will also advertise 

this in the newsletter and on the website. 

12.22.13 To review the current Christmas lighting provision on the Bogbean and agree any future actions 

required:  The council discussed the current provision, taking into account comments received from 

members of the public and the Scouts Group who had contacted the Clerk, what might be achieved 

this year and plans for next year.  The following points were. Made during the course of the 

discussion: 
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• The Larch tree not ideal as a Christmas tree for lighting 

• The lights, which are still on that tree, were in poor condition last year and the tree had grown 

over the years covering the lights with around half of those lights being broken. 

• The electricity supply from the Larch has been used to light the Beech tree, an electrician 

could connect a spur to reinstate power but there would be very little additional lighting and, 

given that councillors heard complaints last year that the lighting on the larch was extremely 

poor, it was therefore decided that there would be little to be gained by reconnecting them. 

• It was re-iterated that the offer of assistance from Dutton’s to help with the Christmas lights 

was an offer too good to refuse and was always intended to be a first stage in refreshing 

them. 

• In light of this, it was felt that whatever action the council took this year it would be unlikely to 

improve the public’s perception of the Christmas lighting, particularly given the timescales 

involved. 

• It was agreed that the infrastructure and work provided by Dutton’s is extremely good and 

provides a firm foundation for future work.  The fairy lights around the trunk aren’t powerful 

enough to compete with the power of the uplighters. 

• It was highlighted that as Dutton’s had provided so much work and lighting free of charge it 

meant that there was still some money left in reserve to put towards further lighting. 

• It was agreed that this would be added as an agenda item to the next Amenities Committee 

meeting in January with a view to obtaining quotes for a specialist company to design, supply 

and install new/additional lighting for next year. 

• Comparisons to Holmes Chapel are unhelpful as the businesses pay for the Christmas lighting 

rather than the council. 

• Amenities will refer their recommendations to the council, given the importance of the issue, 

so that this project can be taken forward by the council. 

• The Clerk will respond individually to those members of the public and the Scout Group who 

have contacted her through the official channels.  This will be in addition to the original 

response which was sent.  The Clerk will also include this information in the next newsletter 

due out in January. 
 

12.22.14  Minor items and items for the next agenda:   

• The Clerk has identified that the council’s website package allows for unlimited .gov email 

addresses.  Having consulted with Netwise it has been established that there is sufficient space 

available and that no additional cost would be incurred.  Currently the Clerk has a .gov email 

address but the councillors do not, this means that councillor addresses are not under the 
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Clerk’s control.  It was agreed that the Clerk should progress this and also check that historic 

emails will be preserved. 

• It was agreed that the Clerk would draft Zero Tolerance Policy for consideration by council. 

• A meeting has been arranged with prospective volunteers for the Booth Bed Lane Play Area 

project in the second week in January.   

• IOD thanked the Clerk and PM for their work at the Seniors’ Lunch which was a success. 

• Consideration of arrangements and provision for the coronation in May – This will be an agenda 

item for the next Amenities Committee meeting. 
 

12.22.15 Date of Next Meeting:  Tuesday 24th January 2023.  

Close meeting:  The meeting closed at 9.05pm 
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