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Goostrey Parish Council 
 

Notice of conclusion of audit 
Annual Governance & Accountability Return for the year ended 31 March 2025 

 
Sections 20(2) and 25 of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 

 
Section 16 of the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (SI 2015/234) 

 

 Notes 

1. The audit of accounts for Goostrey Parish Council for the year ended 31 
March 2025 has been completed and the accounts have been published.  

 

This notice and Sections 1, 2 & 3 of 
the AGAR must be published by 30 
September. This must include 
publication on the smaller 
authority’s website. The smaller 
authority must decide how long to 
publish the Notice for; the AGAR and 
external auditor report must be 
publicly available for 5 years. 

2. The Annual Governance & Accountability Return including the auditor’s 
certificate and opinion is available for inspection and copying by any local 
government elector of the area of Goostrey Parish Council on application 
to:  

 

 

 

(a) Insert the name, position and 
address of the person to whom 
local government electors should 
apply to inspect the AGAR 

(a)     Emma Bambrook, Parish Clerk & Responsible Financial Officer 
         Goostrey Village Hall, Main Road, Goostrey, Cheshire, CW4 8PE 
         01477 535825 
 
(b)    These documents will be made available on reasonable notice by      
         application between the hours of 1pm - 4pm on Mondays,          
         Wednesdays and Fridays.  Excluding public holidays.  
 
 

 

(b)  Insert the hours during which 
inspection rights may be 
exercised 

 
3.     Copies of the Annual Governance & Accountability Return will be 
        provided to any local government elector of the area on request. 
 

(c)  Insert a reasonable sum for 
copying costs 

Announcement made by: (d) Emma Bambrook, Parish Clerk & 
Responsible Financial Officer  

(d)  Insert the name and position of 
person placing the notice 

Date of announcement: (e) 11th August 2025 
 
 

(e) Insert the date of placing of the 
notice  

 

Goostrey PC Clerk
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Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement 2024125

We acknowledge as the mernbers of:

This Arir':Llet[ Governari*e $tatetr*ni wus, approvtd at a
flreetini; cf l:he aLrthclrrly iln:

el los iaoes
antl ;'ecorrlEld ag nririLrl.e releie*cil:

Gor:strey Parish Council

out tespcll"l$ibility fr;r'ensuring that there is a sound syslem of rnternal control, including arrangcnr*rrl.n {or
the pr*paration of tl"le Accourrting:l Statenrents. We cr:rrfirrn, to the Lrest nf cur knowledge ;tnd '*eii*f, wiih
nespeci t* the A.cctiunting $tatentents for the irear encied 31 h4arr:h 2025, that:

"Please pr*vide explanations to th$ $xterna] auditen on a $*par*lie sheet for eacli 'Nr:' resp*nse artd elescrikte
how the ar"rthority wi!l adct"ess inre weakness*s identities!. These sheets rnust be puhlished with tLle Anl:uai
Govrrnanqe $tatement"

$igned by the Chair and Clerk of the meeting uuhrere

aprproval was given:

Clrair

Clerk05. &5. 21 " b

w\riw. gofi $trsyparis hcounci L gov" u k

prepared its accaunting statefienls rn accorda*ce
with ths A,ccourtts and Audit R|gulalrb$s.

1. We have put in pla6e affailgements r"or effsctive financial
menasernent during the year, and lor ths preparation of
the accou!11ing $taternent$.

mada proper anangements and accep$ad respo*s&i&Iy
for safe'guarding the public money fir,d rrso$mss *i
its charge.

2. We maintained an adequate system of internal control
including mea$ure$ ciesignBd to prevent and detect fraud
and corruption and rerriewed its effeciivenes$.

has only dane what it has the legal pol,ver fo d$s amd fr65
complied with Proper precfices lr dorlgr $6"

3. We took fill rea$onable steps to assure ourselvo$
that there sre no matt*rs of actual or potontiaf
non-comp!iance with laws, regulations and Proper
Practices that could have a signlficant financial effect
on the abi$ity of thi$ authority to conduct its
Liusiness ff manage its iinances.

(turing the year gavo al! persans interested ffle *ppartunity ta
in€pect 6nd ask quesfrci"ts aboul fhls atrt&or,ffy'S accounts.

4. We provided proper oppoftunity during th* year for
the exerci$e of electors' rights in accordance with the
requirements of the Accounts and Audit Regulations.

cansidsred and dacumented the financial amd *f,*ter nsks ll
faaes and dealt with tham properly,

5, We carried out an as$essment oF the riske facing this
authorily and took appropriate steps to manage ihose
ri$ks, including the introduction of interna| controi$ andior
external insurance cover where required.

arranged for a eompatant persan, lnde,u*rud*nfofth* tinancial
aofitrols end procedure*, to give an ol;.ledfiv{} view an whether
intefla| contral$ meet the needs of thrii ,sjralrer atdflsrjfy.

6, We maintained throughout the year an adsguate and
effective $y$tem of interneri audit of the aosounting
records and [ontrol syslern$.

responded ta rnatter$ braught lc ifs al$eafion hythferilal and
external audit.

7, We took a6lpropriate action on all matter$ raised
in reports from internal and external audit"

disclosed everythifig lt should heve ebtrtrf ds busrhe*s acfivlfy
during [he year including evenls raking p;ase afte,r tlle year
end if rAljvafit.

8. We considered whother any litigation, liabilities or
commiiment-q, events or ttansactions, ocourring either
durlng or 6fter the year-end, have a finanoial impfict on
this authority anel, where appropriate, have incllrded them
in the aceounting statsment$.

9. {For loeal souncils only) Tru$t funds including
charitable, lfi our capacity a$ tho sols marlaging
trustee we dischargod our *ccountability
re$pon$ibillties for the fund(s)la$set$, including
financial rftportin0 and, if required, indepe,ndsnt
examination 0r audit.

haa mot all ol'its responsibi/rtres wher*, *s a body
mrporate,lf ,,s a so/e managrlrlg, frusfse *f a llca/
trust or t{Ltsts,

Annuai Gr:vernance *nd Accsuntahilily Returi-r 2fi24!2.5 Fort-n 3
Local Councils, lnternal Drainage Br:ilrds encj *1her $ma!lerAruthorilies"
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$ection 2 - Accounting Statements 2024125 for

Goostr,ey Parish CounciI

Iofa/ ba/ances and rBsenres af fhe be*pir*mg af the year
as recorded in the financial records. ir'*ftre i:tusf agree fo

Bax 7 af pr*violr$ year.

1. Balances brought
forward

Tatal amrtunt af preaept (or far lDBs retes ard ieu{es)
raceived ar receivable in the year" Exti*;de amy gr*nls
recaived.

2. (+) Precept cr Rates and
Levies

Total ineame or rsce/pf$ as recorded in fhe cas*ibook iess
the precept or rates/levies received (?i*e $. ln*lude any
granfs receive<$.

3. (+) Total other receipts

Tatal expsnditure or payments made t* a*d on freltaff
af all emplayees. lnclude gross sa/anes end wages,
o m pl ay e rs l! I co nt ri b u t i a ns, entployet s pemslbn
ca n tri b u ti *n s, g ratu it i e a and severanse payffIe$ts.

4. (-) Staff costo

Tatal oxp*nditur€ ar payfients of capdhl and tt'r*eresf

made during the year on the autharitr'* &onawngs (if any).
5. (-) Loan interesUcapital

repayments

Total expmditure or pa.yments as recorde$ in ff?e cash-
book less sfai7 cosls (line 4) and /oam li:t+res#caprita/
{epayments (line 5).

6. (-) All other payments

Total balan*es and reserves at the ol'*tl *f ttee year. Must
equal {1+2+3) - (4+5+6.1.

7. (*) Balances canied
forward

The sum of all current and depasit ba$k acsorl&trs, cash
holdings and shart term inveslmenfs ,eteid as a{ 3t lWarch *
To agrea with ba nk' raconciliation.

8" Total va$ue of cash and
sho,rt term investments

9. Total fixad asseis plus
long term investments
and ass$ts

The value af all tke propefty the auffuor$y owrs * it is made
up of all its fxed assels and long leffn fflvesfflls$fs as af
31 fi,4arch.

The outstanding capital balanae a$ ar 3, Marth of ie/J /oans
fram third padies (including PWLB).

10. Total borrowinEs

'!1a. Discl+sure note re Trust funds
(inclucling charitable)

The Council, as a body corporate,6cf$ &s ss/e f&i$tee and
is responslb/e for managing lrusf funds Gr 6sse{$.

Ihe flglures in the accountrng sfalemoofs e$ove
exclude any Trust transactions.

11b" Disclcrsure note rs Trust funds
(inclutlinq charitable)

I certify that for th* year enderl 31 tt/arch 2025 the Accoun{ing
Statenrents in this Annual Governance and Accountabiiity
Return have been prepared on either a receipts and payrnents
or income and expenditur* basis follouuing the guidance in

Governance and Accountability for Srnaller Authorities - a
Practitioners' Guide to Proper Practices and present fairly
the financiai position of this authority.

$igned by Responsible Financial Sfficer before being

I confirrn that these Accaunting $tatements wsr€
approved by this authority on this date:

R1 loS laoS'r

as recorded in minute reference:

presented to the authority for approval

CC&*^b$s",/{

Dare lt+/os l*aez

Annual Gcveinance ilnd Accountahility Rcturn 2*24!25 F*rrn 3
Loca! Ccuncils, lirternal Srainage B$ards and other SmalierAuthorities-

Fage 5 of 6

A5"c6.*2"2
Signed by Chair of the meeting where the Accoumting
Staternents were approved

193,313 192,730

$0,680 52,5{}'l

37,68029,476

33,133 35,2?"7

0 CI

47,606 49,073

1$2,730 198,6t)1

1S2,730 198,6{}1

67,382 6B,9t5S

0 U
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Section 3 – External Auditor’s Report and Certificate 2024/25 

In respect of GOOSTREY PARISH COUNCIL-CH0081 
ow 

 

1 Respective responsibilities of the auditor and the authority 
Our responsibility as auditors to complete a limited assurance review is set out by the National Audit Office (NAO). A 
limited assurance review is not a full statutory audit, it does not constitute an audit carried out in accordance with 
International Standards on Auditing (UK & Ireland) and hence it does not provide the same level of assurance that such an 
audit would. The UK Government has determined that a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full statutory audit 
is appropriate for those local public bodies with the lowest levels of spending. 

Under a limited assurance review, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and 
Accountability Return in accordance with NAO Auditor Guidance Note 02 (AGN 02) as issued by the NAO on behalf of the 
Comptroller and Auditor General. AGN 02 is available from the NAO website – https://www.nao.org.uk/code-audit-
practice/guidance-and-information-for-auditors/  

This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has a sound 
system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in accordance with 
Proper Practices which: 

• summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2025; and  
• confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as external auditors. 

2 External auditor’s limited assurance opinion 2024/25 

3 External auditor certificate 2024/25 
We certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability 
Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, for the year ended 31 
March 2025. 
 
  
 

On the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR), in our opinion the information in 
Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR is in accordance with Proper Practices and no other matters have come to our attention giving cause for concern that 
relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met.  
 
 
 

 

Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the authority: 
 

None 

PKF LITTLEJOHN LLP 
 

External Auditor Name 
 
 

External Auditor Signature 
 
 

31/07/2025 
 

Date 
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